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equally possible that he relied on what he had heard at the
Council of Oxford and read in its canons.
Some of the dioceses unrepresented at the Lateran
Council appear therefore to have relied on intermediate
authorities as far as the decrees of the General Council
were concerned. In others no constitutions, so far as is
known, were issued at all. In the diocese of Ely there was
a vacancy between 1215 and 1220, and no constitutions
appear to have been issued in the diocese until after 1268.
There was also a vacancy at Hereford between 1215 and
1216, when Hugh Mapenor was elected, and no constitutions
are known to have been issued. M. Richard le Poore found
it necessary to reissue his Salisbury constitutions when he
became Bishop of Durham.
From this evidence it seems reasonable to draw a similar
conclusion to that already suggested by the comments of
the English chroniclers on the Lateran Council, that the
bishops and abbots who were present at the Council were the
sole agents for the introduction of its decrees into England.
They apparently brought back with them copies of the
decrees and embodied those which they considered relevant
in constitutions issued for the purpose of correcting abuses
and promoting reform in the dioceses.
When those bishops who were present at the Lateran
1 Council had returned armed with copies of the decrees,
their next step was to bring these decrees before the notice
of the rank and file of the clergy. Many appear to have
done this, in accordance with the eighth canon of the
Council, by the holding of provincial synods. These
episcopal constitutions, which are issued for the first time
in any number during the reign of Henry III, not only
form a very favourable commentary on the good intentions
of many of the bishops of this period in carrying on the
work of reform in their dioceses, but also afford us an in-
sight into the state of the clergy at the time and the
prevalent abuses in the Church, while the varying forms
taken by these constitutions reveal, to some extent, the
character and ability of their framers.
In the province of Canterbury the first provincial coun-
cil seems to have been held at Oxford in 1222 by the